Kharkiv Declaration
of the participants of Interactive workshop for experts from the Eastern Partnership countries “Public Administration Reform at the Local and Regional Level”, 
organised by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic and the European Commission in the framework of the Eastern Partnership Panel on Public Administration Reform
Kharkiv, Ukraine
the 14th of October 2011

We, the undersigned participants of the International Interactive workshop for experts from the Eastern Partnership countries “Public Administration Reform at the Local and Regional Level”, experts from the Eastern Partnership states – Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine,

· Expressing the common interest of the communities of our countries in system and in-depth grassroots reforms in all spheres of life, 

· Sustaining the aspirations of the most civil society institutions, local and regional authorities in our states for transformations based on the European system of human values and democracy,

· In an effort to contribute and mutually endeavour successful achieving of the Eastern Partnership goals and objectives,

· Based on thorough discussions and free debates about different standpoints on reforms and East European reforming experience, including the priority reforming streams of public administration at local and regional levels according to the principles of the European Charter of Local Self-Government,

declare that:
1. We support the efforts of the European Parliament, European Commission, Committee of the Regions of the European Union, governmental and non-governmental institutions and organizations of the EU member states to involve into the Eastern Partnership programmes and tools both a wide range of public and non-governmental organizations of our states, and especially – expert community representatives, able to advance the system reforming process in a professional manner.

2. We believe that strengthening the capacity and potential of civil societies to develop and implement real reforms with due consideration of unique features and national interests of our states has to give a specific content to each of the 4 thematic platforms of the Eastern Partnership. 

3. We appeal to the institutions of the European Union engaged in practical achieving of the Eastern Partnership objectives to adjust intentionally the programme mechanisms and instruments of the Eastern Partnership in order to involve the greatest possible expert potential of NGOs in our countries into implementation of programmes and projects, funded by the EU and aimed to support system reforms as well as development of democracy and civil societies.
4. We consider the followings as the strategic lines to enhance expert potentials of our six countries for active participation in performing the Eastern Partnership’s objectives:

4.1. Qualitative improvements within information exchange among independent experts and expert communities of non-governmental organizations in the states of the Eastern Partnership.
4.2. Forming efficient mechanisms and tools for both development of joint consolidated proposals and recommendations of independent experts from non-governmental organizations that are of common interest for the Eastern Partnership states and for elaboration of expert proposals within national platforms of the already existing Civil Society Forum of the Eastern Partnership states.

4.3. Establishing an international coordinating association of experts from non-governmental organizations of the Eastern Partnership states «Experts for the people-oriented reforms» (based on principles: horizontal interrelations without establishing a legal entity; equality and mutuality of all members; full consensus in elaboration of consolidated decisions in favour of all 6 states of the Eastern Partnership.
Herewith we express our gratitude and appreciation to the European Commission and Committee of the Regions of the European Union for their continuous support within implementation of the Eastern Partnership Programme as well as to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic for the organization and successful holding of the 5-day interactive workshop in Kharkiv on the 10-14th of October 2011, which can justly be esteemed as an important milestone in achieving goals of at least two of the four thematic platforms of the Eastern Partnership related to democracy, good governance and stability as well as to strengthening human contacts in Europe.
