
Statement
Armenian media have reported that a group of journalists from Estonia, Finland and Lithuania has been denied entry visas at Yerevan international airport. The journalists arrived to Yerevan on March 10 at 5 a.m.
The group, working for a Finnish television company, intended to film a documentary about the armed conflicts in the Caucasus.

We are confused by the fact that journalists, citizens of friendly European states, might be denied entry. The motivation of the denial is not important: the fact as such will damage Armenia’s international reputation, particularly in relations with the EU.

It is also worrying that Armenian and European society cannot receive any meaningful answer from the Armenian authorities about the incident. Thus, an impression is formed that the decisions are made abroad, outside Armenia, and in the interests of other states. 
We call upon the Armenian authorities to give a proper explanation about the issue, and not to let similar incidents in the future. Besides, Armenian citizens should be told about the limits of sovereignty on the territory of our state. Who, after all, decides about granting or refusing entry to Armenia?
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