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Let me thank the organisers for inviting me. It’s a great honour – to speak at the «Chatham House» (Royal institute of international affairs), here, in Great Britain, from where the contemporary parliamentarism and ideas about civil rights originated.

As a policy expert, I believe we need to cooperate with the European Union, particularly within the Eastern Partnership.

Of course, Eastern Partnership may facilitate the visa issue, that’s very important for the youth, for non-governmental organizations and for businessmen. Eastern Partnership may also help in opening the labour market for some specialists

That’s very important for all of us.

That’s why Armenian NGOs participate actively in the Eastern Partnership programme. But in our country many people think that Eastern Partnership is mainly about the European funds for Armenia or Armenian NGOs. I believe it’s more important to accomplish reforms and, doing so, to get closer to Europe.

It’s not easy to say how much is the youth interested in Eastern Partnership; as far as I know, no research on this has been done. I think that the youth doesn’t have a clear understanding, as Armenian television does not pay much attention to Eastern Partnership.
Of course, we also need to cooperate with the NATO and United States. EU alone cannot provide security for us.

Besides, don’t let us alone with Russia. The thing is Russia export to our countries not only oil and gas, but also corruption and an ineffective model of governance.

Can Eastern Partnership help to promote economic integration of the South Caucasian countries with the EU?
As we know, in autumn 2010 negotiations on the EU-Armenia association agreement began. And this process now continues very active. That suggests, first of all, free trade.

But it is also known that Armenia faces a number of problems: small market, absence of conditions for economic competition and monopolisation of the economy. If EU-Armenia association agreement may be concluded and realised, then, of course, Eastern Partnership will contribute to economic integration. Of course, we need to make the separation of powers real. Business must be separated from the parliament.

What are the main obstacles for economic reforms and social development?

It is difficult to reform a country where there is no wish (or no aptitude) to organise free democratic elections.

If the election process is seriously flawed, the legitimacy of the government is questioned. Then, the government cannot perform reforms effectively. The government cannot challenge the monopolies and corruption.

What’s the main success of Eastern Partnership?

Now it may be already said that Eastern Partnership is a better tool than the European Neighbourhood Policy because it includes not only cooperation between the European Commission and the Armenian government, but also official cooperation with civil society organisations.

The Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum was established on 17 November 2009 in Brussels. The best, most innovative recommendations given by participants in the Civil Society Forum were presented to the foreign ministers of Eastern Partnership member states on 8 December 2009. Analytical Centre on Globalization and Regional Cooperation (ACGRC) also participated in that forum, and our proposal about visa facilitation for citizens of Eastern Partnership countries was submitted to the European Commission.

Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum is an important innovation, since it lets to use the potential existing in Eastern Partnership countries. It also provided conditions for the multilateral dialogue – government, civil society and EU, and for cooperation between Eastern Partnership countries and their European integration.

We suggest that Eastern Partnership should be used for development of trilateral cooperation in the South Caucasus and Armenian-Turkish relations. The European Neighbourhood Policy provided some incentives for that, but that did not work.

In the last 2-3 years the situation changed. 2008-2009 was a period for Armenia and Turkey of getting closer to each other. And although the protocols have not been ratified by the Turkish parliament, the relationship between the Armenians and Turks changed seriously.

There is also some progress on the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict resolution, although the situation on the line of contact is still difficult. On OSCE Astana summit the presidents of Armenia and Azerbaijan joined the Muscoca declaration of the presidents of the United States, France and Russia, adopted at the G8 forum in June 2010. The declaration stated the three Madrid principles and six steps that Armenia and Azerbaijan should do. These steps include interests of both Armenia and Azerbaijan.

Progress on that would let Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia to begin trilateral cooperation within the Eastern Partnership. Opening of the Armenian-Turkish border and normalisation of relations would also help to trilateral regional cooperation in the South Caucasus. Simultaneous European integration of Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia, and diminishing importance of borders would make possible also final solution of conflicts.

So, Armenian-Turkish reconciliation is also in interests of Azerbaijan and Georgia. I may say that a progress on Armenian-Turkish relations might create a new situation in the South Caucasus.

I believe that’s the future we need to aspire for.

My experience shows that the general public has such views, but the political elite, still oriented towards Russia, doesn’t. To change the situation, more active work and support of independent NGO and policy experts really wishing to develop democracy in Armenia is needed.

Thank you for your attention!
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